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The Health of Kentucky 
2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES RETREAT

Partners in Health Education Across the Commonwealth
• Heather Bush, Dean, College of Public Health
• Garren Colvin, President and Chief Executive Officer, St. Elizabeth Healthcare 
• Scott Lephart, Dean, College of Health Sciences
• Rosalie Mainous, Dean, College of Nursing
• Rebecca Todd, Associate Dean, College of Medicine Rural Physician 

Leadership Program 
• Wade Stone, Executive Vice President of Med Center Health



Scott M. Lephart, Dean

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES



College of Health Sciences
2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES RETREAT

Meeting the Health Education 
Needs of the Commonwealth

• Undergraduate Pre-profession Health Care Education
• Grown by 60% last 5 years

• Graduate Professional Health Care Programs
• Athletic Training
• Communication Sciences and Disorders
• Medical Laboratory Sciences
• Physical Therapy
• Physician Assistant Studies

• Post Professional Programs
• Physician Assistant Residency
• PhD Health and Rehabilitation Sciences

• Health System Partnerships for Health Care Education
• UK St. Claire (Morehead)
• UK King’s Daughters (Ashland)
• St. Elizabeth Healthcare (Northern Kentucky)
• Center for Excellence in Rural Health (Hazard)



Rosalie O. Mainous, Dean

COLLEGE OF NURSING



College of Nursing
2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES RETREAT

College of Nursing Response to 
Statewide Nursing Shortage

Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing 

(BSN)
2022 2024 % increase

Traditional BSN 595 743 24.8%

Accelerated BSN 81 108 33.3%

RN (Registered 
Nurse)-BSN

167 184 10.18%

Partnerships
• UK King’s Daughters: ABSN program enrolling

NEW Educator Certificate
Proposed Interprofessional Addictions Certificate 
NEW dual degree with College of Public Health  

Additional Programs

Post-Masters Certificate 13

Teaching Nursing Certificate 3

Master of Science in Nursing 17
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 115

Adult Acute Care Nurse Practitioner 
(NP) 23

Psychiatric Mental Health NP 15
Family NP 24

Pediatric Acute and Pediatric 
Primary Care NP 19

Executive Nursing Leadership 22

Clinical Leadership in HealthCare 3
Generic DNP 9

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 22

Workforce Pipeline 
• State Registered Nurses’ Aide Program
• Trained 521 in FY 24, already 70 in FY 25



Heather M. Bush, Dean

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC 
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College of Public Health
2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES RETREAT

Dedicated to Public Health,
Committed to Kentucky’s Future
Bachelor of Public Health

• Pre-BPH enrollment from AY 22 to AY 23: +26.4%
• NEW Public Health Nursing Scholars (PHNS) Program

Graduate Professional Programs
• Environmental Health (MPH)
• Epidemiology (MPH)
• Health Management and Policy (MPH)
• NEW Program Planning, Management & Evaluation (MPH)
• NEW Doctor of Public Health (DrPH)
• Master of Health Administration (MHA)

Public Health Science Programs
• NEW Biostatistics (MS)
• NEW Epidemiology (MS)
• Epidemiology and Biostatistics (PhD)
• Health Services Research (PhD)

Public Health Partnerships 
• UK St. Claire-Morehead (MPH Rural Public Health)
• UK King’s Daughters (Residency Programs)
• Center for Excellence in Rural Health (MPH)
• Kentucky Department for Public Health



Rebecca M. Todd, Associate Dean,  College of Medicine Rural Physician 
Leadership Program

UK ST. CLAIRE AND
MOREHEAD STATE 
UNIVERSITY



Partnership with UK St. Claire and Morehead State University 
2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES RETREAT

UK College of Medicine-Rural Physician Leadership Program
• Launched in 2008
• 121 graduates
• 49 current students
• 50% of the graduates chose primary care 

residency (internal medicine, pediatrics or family 
medicine)
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Garren Colvin, President and Chief Executive Officer 

ST. ELIZABETH 
HEALTHCARE AND 
NORTHERN KENTUCKY 
UNIVERSITY 



updating



Connie Smith, President and CEO, Med Center Health

MED CENTER HEALTH AND
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
UNIVERSITY 





QUESTIONS
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