Sentence Frames by WIDA Proficiency Level

Functions Entering Developing Expanding Bridging .
Ask clarifying Where is ? Where can I find 1 know butl | What would be the
questions What does ? ? reason for ?
mean ? Whowas___ ? What does ____ Howmight __ if
Can you give me an | mean? ?
example of ? | Isitlike ?
Analyze text The main idea is The title and the Thereare Becauselsee |1
organization . headings tell me thatshowme . | knowitis
First, . Because it is organized by ___.
Isee____andlcan | organizedby___ .1
tell . know .
Classifying & Thereare , , and Both_ _and____ | Because___ have,
Categorizing typesof . all have ____. could be classified | we should
as___. categorize them as
The reason g0
is because,.
Compare & A__ _has/is____. {Theybothhave A_ is___ The way they are
Contrast __ s . ___,but___have |comparedtoa__ , | alikeis thatthey
ismot . | ___. ___and___are both are/have ___,
A is - -er similar because but what's different |
thana___ . they both ____. isthat
_is___,but They are different | are/have ___,
_is__. because There are several
Theyareboth___ . |and____ major differences
between____ and
such as
Describing Action The ____ was/is The _ was_____ The After , the
. andthe while the decided to
Theyare . was__. She/he .
They both were , and Before , the
- The
after Once it it
more
-ly.
Describing Atfirst, ___ is/are | Atthe beginning of | When the story Initially, s/he
Characters — the storyhe . begins, s/heis . |is/has ____.
S/heisnot____. Then he learns Asaresultof Asaof___ ,s/he
Then, s/he is when . s/he___ . .
Attheend, he__ . | Bytheendofthe | Eventually, she
story,she . |
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Bridging

Functions Entering Developing Expanding
Describing the The settingis ____. | The setting of the The story takes This story takes
ing The timeis . storyis ____. placein___ _ place during the
Itis___and__ around . .
Thetimeis____ . This setting is ___canbe
This is important significant because | describedas___ .
because__ . . This setting is
significant hecause
Distinguishing Fact | Ilike . Ithink In my opinion, | Accordingto ___,

from Opinion _isa__ because . because . .

’ Itisa____ Thisisafn) . Theword ___is Thisisa(n) __
because we evidencethat_ __ | becauseit
can/cannotprove |isa(n)___ . can/cannot be

. . proven.

Drawing . _isfare____. _is___ because | Because the 1 is .
Conclusions ___isnot__ . R know ___. Therefore/
____can___ . . is__ (-er- Tknow Consequently, it
can't est),because . | because___ |, mustbe .
| Shefeels Asaresult .
because
Express and [don'tlike . [ think it was I think that I think it would be
' Support Opinions : wrong/right for should not have the same as '
' __ _because__ . |__ because You shouldn’t
o . without
.| Identifying Cause & | ___is . SO __ because of Due to the fact that
~ | Effect Relationships therefore . ,

3 - ___asaresultof Since ,
Identifying the The main idea is The main idea The main idea is Since the main idea
Main Idea & — is . ___which means is___,a
Supporting Details | A detail is that A detail that . supporting detail

supports thisisthat | ___and_ _ are mightbe .
- . details that support
- this idea.

‘Making are Most____are_ . | Many (most nearly | ___ are usually
Generalizations have Almostall ___are |all)___ have (are, | (generally, often,

' is . are ableto) ____. mostly) .

Some/Many/None/ Itis fair to say
Few are
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Examples of sentence frames:

Language Function

| Beginning

Language Level

Intermediate
Language Level

Advanced
Language Level

Categorizing __goeswith __. Iwould put __with | I'think ___belongs
__does not go with | __because ___. in the same class or
_ ' ' category as __
Twould classify ___ because __.
and __together
because __. I would not classify
__and___inthe
same category or
class because __,
Checking I think __because | Itseems to me that In my view, this
critiquing _ . __is/was___
because __,
I like/dislike the way
___because __. I don’t think the
evidence supports
... because __,
Summarizing First _ . In the beginning, __. | Inshort, __needed
Next __. Butthen, . Atthe |__,but__. So__.
Then _ . end__, Eventually _ .
Finally .
I saw that at first, __, | In summary, __
then ___and at the wanted __, but__.
end, . So___.
Finally, __.
Making predictions I predict __ Since _, Ipredict__. | Basedupon__ I
hecause . believe __will __.
From what I know
about__, I predict __ | Eventhough .1
know that __.
Therefore [ predict
Explaining s SO __ Since _, ___ __due to the fact
Cause/Effect therefore __ . that .
__because__.
Because __, led to __. | Due to the fact that
Because __,___ Asaresultof __,__.
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