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CRIOP Indicators for Integrating Family 
Collaboration into the Classroom

• View parents as partners in educating students and solicit their ideas regularly.

• Make an effort to get to know the families of students and to learn about 
their lives, language, histories, and cultural traditions

• Invite parents into the classroom to participate and share experiences. Parents 
from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds are invited to share their unique 
stories and knowledge.



1. Students respond to a weekly prompt in their journal. I connect 
the prompt to an essential question, special event, theme, or 
holiday.

2. Journals go home on Friday. A family member is asked to read 
the entry and respond in writing.

3. Students return the journal on Monday and I read them, 
responding or marking to acknowledge that I read it.

Family Message Journals



Some 
examples...





Weekly Emails Home

• Students take their weekly spelling 
test online through spellingcity.com.

• They take a screenshot of their score 
and paste it into an email.

• Students write an email to their parents 
and copy me.

• They describe their week and give 
details about something they liked and 
learned.

• Parents are encouraged to respond.







Sharing holidays &
Mystery Reader

Inviting Parents into the Classroom



Learning about the Chinese Mooncake Festival













Mystery Reader

Every Friday, we invite a parent or family member to come read a book to the class.

The family member will provide some "clues" about themselves. I'll share the clues 
with the class to get the students interested.

The family member can bring a special book to share with the class, or I will 
provide a book for them to read.

Students have an opportunity to ask questions about the clues, the reader's job, 
hobbies, etc.



Our First Mystery Reader


