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Lección

Content Objectives:
- Teachers will be able to define Comprehensible Input and explain why it is important for 

English Language Acquisition.
- Teachers will be able to implement CI strategies in their classrooms. 
- Teachers will add CI strategies to their lesson plans. 

Language Outcomes:
- Teachers will name and define CI strategies.
- Teachers will discuss modifications to their teaching that can increase student 

comprehension. 



Language acquisition proceeds best when the input is not just comprehensible, 
but really interesting, even compelling; so interesting that you forget you are 

listening to or reading another language.
-Dr. Stephen Krashen

 

Speech
Variety of 

Techniques
Clear 

Expectations

As you’re listening, take notes 
on which strategies will fall 
into these categories



Stephen Krashen
Input Hypothesis

 
The learner can 
only acquire or 
learn language 
when they can 
understand it by 
connecting it to 
prior knowledge 
and known 
concepts.
Language that is 
not understood is 
just “L2 noise”

Linguistic Competence

Natural communicative input is 
the key to designing instruction 
that promotes both academic 
and language growth. Input is 
one step beyond the current 
stage of linguistic competence. 

How much and 
what kind of 
language do I 
use? 

This is where 
knowing your 
students’ ACCESS 
scores are 
imperative. Use the 
can-do 
descriptors!  

Affective Filter

Entering...
Direct Instruction of Strategies

- Images
- Gestures
- Slowed Speech
- Modeling
- Pacing of Instruction (S...L...O...W)
- Physical Objects
- Experiences
- Viewing videos in L1
- Reading materials in L1 

- Or someone reading it to them in L1 
if child is not literate

- Working 1-on-1 with the teacher
- A highly skilled teacher, preferably…

- Google Translate 
- Simple phrases and single words

Output from Students

- Draw
- Label
- Circle
- Gesture
- Name 
- Short verbal responses
- Match image to words
- Access to Google Translate

Cultivate Understanding to Build Engagement

Teachers

Students



Developing...
Joint Use of Strategies

- Collaboration with patient peers, helpful if 
the other students speak the same 
language, but not a deal breaker

- Prepared sentence stems
- Comparing and contrasting 

- Use of graphic organizers
- Modified texts
- Examples 

Output from Students

- Lists
- Categorize
- Outlines
- Videos
- Graphs/Tables/Chart/Annotated 

Diagrams
- Highlighting using different colors to 

denote understanding
- Answering using Cloze sentences
- Summarize using text
- Sequencing of events
- Short sentences and translating words 

using a dictionary

Expanding...
Guided Practice

- Creating content in group work with 
teacher support

- It could still be beneficial to have a 
peer that speaks their native 
language, but not 100% necessary

- Analogies 
- Mentor Texts

- Texts that are not too busy or not 
too bare. They are just right. 

- Structured research projects

Output from Students

- Posters
- Paragraphs
- Presentations
- Evaluate and explain ideas
- Compare and contrast ideas
- Explain cause and effect
- Defend opinions
- Concept maps
- Sentence frames that require explaining

Bridging...
Apply

- Remind ELs to apply the strategies

Output from Students

- Composing a multi-paragraph text
- Independent construction of work
- Creating models
- Using mostly English with only some 

translation
- Hypothesizing and providing justification
- Inferencing and providing reasoning
- Connecting topic to a different idea or 

concept
- Teaching others
- Debating a topic

Grade level content without much support from 
you...



Go Slow
Slowing down is one of the easiest and most powerful strategies for Comprehensible Input. 

Take a minute to discuss at your table what exactly does it mean to go slow… Be prepared to 
share out! 

Slow is more than we think...
- Slow is using your body to express joy, sadness, or anger
- Slow is using the room around you to move and be closer to your students
- Slow is praising your students when they use a signal for not understanding
- Slow is uncomfortable for the advanced speaker, but necessary for the novice
- Slow is listening to the students and allowing time for everyone to understand before 

responding
- Slow is spending ten minutes teaching the phrase “Let’s go!” emphasizing each word to build 

meaning 
- Slow is walking and pointing at the board instead of using a pointer because it allows your 

students more think time for you to get across the room
- Slow is reading faces to see if we should hang out with a concept a bit longer before moving on
- Slow is a handshake, a high five, or a hug that pauses that moment of success for just a second longer

Speech
Variety of 

Techniques
Clear 

Expectations

Now that you have an 
understanding, at your table 
sort the strategies into the 
appropriate category



Immersion

Close your eyes...
Think about a student in your room. Picture their smile, their laugh, their strengths. what is 
still scary to them in the classroom. How will you stand in the gap for them? 

Pull out (or up) your lesson plans you brought with you. Think specifically about your students, 
their scores, and the content for your grade level.

Which strategies can you add in to make content more accessible and build their English 
Language Acquisition? Use your notes and this handout to modify your lesson plan for your ELs.

Go and make it 
comprehensible!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI
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English Language Acquisition.
- Teachers will be able to implement CI strategies in their classrooms. 
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