
Literacy Practices in 
a Canadian Urban 
Neighborhood: 
Two First Nations Mothers 



Research Question 

   How have the historical literacy practices 
of two First Nations mother influenced 
their present literacy practices? 



Methods 

 Choosing neighborhood 
  SES 
  ESL 
  Test scores 

 Community observation 
 Artifact collection 
  Interviews with parents 



Interview Participants 

 Aileen 
 Charlotte 
  2 other First Nations mothers 
  6 other individuals 



Historical 
Background 

















Loss of culture 



Loss of language 



Loss of home 



Loss of identity 



Loss of family 



Loss of family 

literacy practices 



Removal from 
natural literacy 
environment 





Findings 



Both Women 



  Led to turbulent life after residential 
schools. 
 Alcoholism 
 Homelessness 
 Welfare  
 Removal of children 
 Jail  



Present Literacy 
Practices 



Healing Process 











 Oral literacy tradition 
  Information seeking (health, school) 
  spirituality 



 Exploring School Options 





 Form filling & Reading of official 
documentation 

  Residential school 





Aileen 



Education 
 Dictionary 
 Novels 





Family 
 Making shopping list 
 Reading to son 

  Picture books 
  Novels 
  Animal songs 
  Nursery rhymes 



Entertainment 
 Bingo 
 Dice on the internet 



Bureaucracy  
 Official documents  

  Welfare stubs 
  Information from social services 



Charlotte 



Education 
  courses 
 writing 



Entertainment & Communication 
  Internet use 

  Email 
  MSN 
  Social Network 
  Web browsing 



Spirituality 
 Rejection of church 
 Family Tree 
 Medicine wheel 







Community Text 







Conclusions 



Children’s literacy development is 
linked to the literacy practices of 
parents, families and homes. 
  Letter writing 
 Shopping list 
 Oral literacy 
 Signs around reserves 

  e.g. Clean your own dishes 



Historical School Practices 
Present Literacy Practices 
  such low expectations 

for their academic 
achievement,  

   taught only basic 
literacy skills  

  focus of schooling  
   religious & cultural 

conversion  
   occupational training  

  Need to upgrade 
education 

  Courses 
  Reading 



Influence of Dominant Powers 

 Charlotte and daughter did not learn about 
their cultures at school. 



History leads to present literacy 
practices 

 Removing identity—search for identity 
  Imposed religion—exploration of spirituality 
 Hatred of institution—pursuit of learning 



Reconceptualization 

 Question the definition of the term home 
  Inappropriate interview protocol for these 

women 

 Community within a community 



Handout & Paper 

 CPLS website 
  http://educ.ubc.ca/research/cpls/ 




