
Literacy Practice 
of an Inner City 
School Community 



Research Question 

   How have the historical literacy practices 
of an inner-city community influenced their 
present literacy practices? 



Methods 

 Choosing neighborhood 
  SES 
  ESL 
  Test scores 

 Community observation 
 Artifact collection 
  Interviews with parents 



Interview Participants 

  10 individuals whose children 
attend the local low-achieving 
elementary school.  



Four Groups 

EAL Immigrants 
EFL Immigrants 
Canadian Born European Decent 
First Nations Mothers 



Community Text 



 Community text 



Historical 
Background 



First Nations 















Loss of culture 



Loss of language 



Loss of home 



Loss of identity 



Loss of family 



Loss of family 

literacy practices 



Removal from 
natural literacy 
environment 



Present Literacy 
Practices 



Healing Process 















 Exploring School Options 





 Form filling & Reading of official 
documentation 

  Residential school 





Immigrants (EAL) 



 Form filling & Reading of official 
documentation 

  Immigration purposes 
  Health, home, school 

Bureaucracy  







Digital Text 

 Using internet to access news in mother 
tongue and to communicate with family 
back home 



Immigrants (EFL) 



 Form filling & Reading of official 
documentation 

  Immigration purposes 
  Health, home, school 

Bureaucracy  





Digital Text 

 Using internet to access news from home 
country and to communicate with family 
and friends back home 

 Access information about new community 



Canadian Born 
European Decent 



Entertainment & Communication 
  Internet use 

  MSN 
  Social Network 
  Groups & forums 
  Shopping & dating 
  Political text  

Digital Text 



  Novels 
  Non-fiction books 
  Shopping lists and notes 
  Newspapers, flyers, & political text  

Traditional Text 



Conclusion  



 Necessary to teach less traditional 
literacies as well.  

  Form-filling  
  Visas, immigration, passport 

  Digital text 
  Searching, evaluating, synthesizing  



Handout & Paper 

 CPLS website 
  http://educ.ubc.ca/research/cpls/ 




